
Chuckanut Auxiliary Communications 
Service Emergency Quick Start Guide

(Yaesu FT-8800R Basic Operations)
Note: Except in an emergency situation, it is against FCC regulations to operate this radio without a 

license. These instructions are for people that do not have a FCC “Ham” amateur radio license and 

need to operate the radio in a true emergency. 

NOTE: If the fire station does not have power, flip the radio battery backup rocker 

switch (on the box immediately below the radio).  The radio is now using a small car 

battery which will run the radio for possibly two days.  Conserve the battery backup 

and recharge the battery by flipping the rocker switch on (light on) if the fire station’s 

propane backup generator is being used or if PSE has restored power to the fire 

station.  

The FT-8800 is a dual receive (dual band) radio with left and right side bands and a set of keys and knobs - 

sort of like two radios in one.  While the radio can receive and you can hear two different channels, you can 

only transmit on the channel that is the active band side of the radio, identified by a MAIN indicator icon in 

the top “right” corner of the active display. For simplicity and ease of use, only use the right band side of the 

radio. 



 

[1] Left Dial Knob, [2] Left VOL/SQL Knob, [3] Preset Buttons, [4] Left Side Keys [5]Set Key, 
[6] Right Side Keys, [7] Right VOL/SQL Knob, [8] Right Dial Knob 

SWITCHING POWER ON/ OFF - Press and briefly hold the bottom right round dial 
knob [7] to switch the transceiver ON. Press and briefly hold the same bottom right round dial 
knob [7] again to switch the transceiver OFF.

 

SELECTING A BAND - This determines which ‘side’ of the radio you will use to transmit.  For 
simplicity, use the right band side of the radio.  Press the top round dial knob [8] so the MAIN 
indicator icon is shown on the right band side of the active display.  You will be able to hear both 
of the channels shown on the radio but you will only be able to transmit a voice message on the 
frequency shown on the right hand side of the radio.   



SELECT THE FREQUENCY OR MEMORY CHANNEL - The radio has 
six buttons [3] that store frequently used settings (presets).  Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office 
monitors two frequencies for emergency operations.  They are:

Main frequency is MTCONU (Mt. Constitution Repeater 440.050 MHz) Press preset button 
4 which is memory channel 14

Backup frequency is ACS U (Auxiliary Communication Services 445.825 MHz) Press preset 
button 5 which is memory channel 11

The Chuckanut Community Emergency Team (CCERT) has internally agreed to use the 
following frequency when talking to our teams who are using handheld radios in the field:

CCERT 1 (146.580 MHz) Press preset button 6 which is memory channel 1

TRANSMITTING/ RECEIVING -

1. Make sure the MAIN icon is on the right band side of the radio (see previous instructions).                                                       
2. Select the desired frequency or memory channel (preset button 4, 5 or 6 or memory 
channel 14, 11 or 1).
3. Listen to check whether or not the frequency is being used. 

• If the channel is busy, wait until it is no longer being used.
4. To use the microphone, speak at a normal volume and at a slow pace.  For best sound quality 
at the receiving station, hold the microphone about 1.5 inches from your mouth and speak 
past (across) the microphone, not directly at it. Be careful not to push any of the other 
buttons on the microphone. They can change the radio settings which may result in 
loss of communications.

5.  Pick up the microphone and press the Push To Talk (PTT) switch on the side of the 
microphone and speak.  To call Whatcom County Sheriff’s office say “WC7HQ this is Chuckanut 
Fire Station”.  Release the PTT switch to receive an answer. Wait for them to acknowledge you 
before continuing to speak. 



ADJUST THE VOLUME - Adjust the volume if needed by rotating the bottom [7] smaller 
inside knob clockwise to increase the volume and counterclockwise to decrease the volume.  If 
there is noise from the other side of the radio, rotate the bottom [2] smaller inside left knob 
counterclockwise to decrease the volume. 

ADJUST THE SQUELCH - Adjust the squelch only if needed by rotating the bottom 
larger outside knob on either [7] or [2].  Clockwise quiets the squelch noise and 
counterclockwise opens the squelch [the squelch has to be turned up high enough (open 
enough) to receive a transmission but not so high as to cause static interference]. 

SELECTING THE LEFT BAND - If for some reason you must use the left band side of 
the radio press the top round dial knob [1] so the MAIN indicator icon is shown on the left band 
side of the radio.  You will be able to hear both of the channels shown on the radio but you will 
only be able to transmit a voice message on the frequency shown on the left hand side of the 
radio. 

The instructions above should be all you need to perform emergency communications 
with the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office.

Another quick start guide is in a folder labelled CACS (Chuckanut 
Auxiliary Communications Service) in one of the clear plastic holders on 
the wall to your left. The full manual for the radio is in the cabinet drawers 
to your left.


